
March 22, 2020 – Fourth Sunday of Lent
Mass Intention - Virginia Soha

No Mass on Sunday's.
However, we will be having a Communion Service.

You can come anytime between 10:30 and 11:30,
to receive communion

Changes to your address, 
email or phone # please call 
Geri at the Church Office at 
252-249-3687 or email: 
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

Last week, we journeyed with the woman of Samaria from bewilderment to deep insight 
into Jesus’ identity and mission and to a strong personal faith commitment. This week, we 
are invited on a faith journey with a man born blind and with the varying groups of 
participants in the drama. All have the opportunity of coming to faith.. Ironically, the blind 
come to see, both physically and spiritually, while those who are gifted with physical sight 
remain in spiritual darkness. 

In healing the man born blind, Jesus performs the sixth of eight powerful actions or 
“signs” in John’s gospel that reveal God’s power at work in Jesus and in the lives of those 
who seek life. The “signs” invite the reader/hearer/viewer to accept Jesus and his revelation 
of God and God’s purposes. 
Time features significantly in the story. Jesus heals the blind beggar on the Sabbath. The 
Jerusalem authorities have already raised objections about Jesus’ Sabbath healing activity 
(John 5). Once again they object that he is failing to observe the Sabbath. They label him a 
sinner. Ironically, in the final authoritative analysis, it is they who “remain in their sins”. 

This story reminds us of the need to check our assumptions and, if necessary, to revise 
our thinking and action. It also reminds us to accept the fact that we can be wrong about 
things we have always believed. It invites us to be open to seeing differently or from a new 
perspective. Jesus’ disciples, the parents of the man born blind, his neighbors, the religious 
authorities all operate out of unchecked assumptions. They mostly come to the wrong 
conclusions. Only those willing to admit that they have it wrong have any chance of coming 
to faith. In the present political climate in my country, admitting that one “got it wrong” seems 
to be anathema. And yet, from a gospel perspective, it is a sign of real strength. 

In the common estimation, the man was blind, so he or his parents must have sinned. 
Not so, according to Jesus. From the perspective of the authorities, Jesus heals on the 
Sabbath and is therefore a sinner. Not so, from Jesus’ point of view. The man was born blind 
and so needs others to speak for him. Not so, say his parents, he can speak for himself. He 
does speak for himself and quite eloquently, to the chagrin of the religious authorities. He 
presents them with the truth about Jesus but they refuse to accept the word of an outcast. 
Their reaction is violent: they drive him out. But Jesus goes in search of him and leads him to 
yet deeper levels of faith and understanding. You may like to read the story once more and 
put yourself in the place of the different characters. There is a little bit of each character in 
every one of us. 

Veronica Lawson RSM

Readings for March 22
1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 

1013a (31A)
Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6

Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41 

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to 
register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality 
in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of 
current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the 
Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have 
any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours.  If you are visiting us 
today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are available in 
the Church vestibule on the 
literature rack and the 
Church Office. Please follow 
the instructions found with 
the cards.



THERE IS A NEED FOR Sacristans 
(prepare the altar before Mass), Ushers, 
and Altar Servers. Please call
Carol Glorioso at 252 249-2404

Collections Last Sunday
Offertory $1,061

Sunday Rosary 
9:55 before Mass in the chapel.

Come join us, everyone is welcome.

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP 
Follows Sunday Mass. Join 
in for a few minutes of 
group prayer for those 
needing God’s intercession.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
It is with sadness, but more importantly 

with the gift of hope, that I share this 
news with you. Based on new guidance 
from state and national officials regarding
the great need to further limit the numbers of 
people gathered, so as to prevent 
the spread of the Coronavirus (COVID-19), I 
have asked that all public daily and 
weekend Masses in the Diocese 
of Raleigh be suspended at this time
until further notice.

This is an exceedingly difficult decision 
as your Bishop, given my love for you 
and more, what I know of your love for 
Our Lord. Yet, at this time, it is clear to 
me that as Catholics we need to make 
this sacrifice together with so many 
others out of our stewardship of the 
common good and out of our care to our 
most vulnerable brothers and sisters.

Please join me in continuing prayer for 
all who in this moment are suffering, 
displaced, or experiencing fear, as well 
as all their family members, friends and 
healthcare professionals that care for 
them.
Most of all, let us together also seek the 

intercession of Our Lady of the 
Immaculate Conception, patroness of the 
Diocese of Raleigh and our nation, that 
in us Her faith in God may be 
confirmed, whose power forever seeks 
to cast down the mighty, lift up the lowly, 
and fill the hungry with good things.

With my gratitude in Christ,
+ Luis R. Zarama
Bishop of Raleigh
March 16, 2020 Diocese of Raleigh

"The Jones Family would like to thank the
parishioners of St. Peter the Fisherman, who 
have welcomed us with open arms and 
become our family over the last 5 years. We 
will be forever grateful for all of the love you 
have shared with us, especially Gabriel.

You will be greatly missed,
Matthew, Natasha & Gabriel Jones"

Prayer list. If you wish to have your name 
or the name of a family member added to 
the list, please e-mail or call 249-3687,
Geri in the parish office. Names removed 
from the bulletin list, it will be placed on 
the prayer list located in the Chapel.

Prayer Requests
Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed forces        
and our allies who work daily to 

keep us free and those who have returned 
either broken of mind or body in your weekly 
prayers.
 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners, 
relatives and friends in your prayers 
throughout this week.
Paul Banks  
Bette Brown
Elizabeth Brown
Mary Cancel 
Sheila Flaherty 
Dru Foster
Susan Fromm 
Karen Halloway 
Dot & Peter Hagerman
Juan Hisada 
Tony Innocenti 
John Moran
Nancy Norris
George Pawlikowski 

Janine Peterson
Larry Richardson
Peggy Richards 
Pamela & Robert Ross 
Michael Sharkey 
Francis "Zack" Swan
Buddy Street
Alice Sontag
Shirley Staab 
John Valassis
Sigrid Walker
Nicholas Ward  
Georgia Mae Webb 
Lorraine Weeks

Low Gluten Hosts are available.
Please let an usher or the sacristan 

know before mass.

Altar Flowers
We invite you to donate flower arrangements in 
memory of a loved one, to celebrate a birthday, 
anniversary, baptism, or any special occasion or 
church feast. Donations and the occasion will be 
noted in the bulletin and posted in lobby. 
Contact the office 249-3687.

THANK YOU!
All who worked and helped on our

St. Patrick's Diner last weekend
did a great job. Dee

We collect aluminum cans to recycle. This 
money goes to the upkeep of our cemetery. 
Leave cans in the kitchen in the can marked 

“Aluminum Cans”
Thank you for your continued

support of our cemetery.

Daily Mass - Word on Fire
In an effort to continue the practice of our 
faith in these trying times, we invite you to 
join us online,

https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/

No Mass on Sunday's.
However, we will be having a 

Communion Service.
You can come anytime between 

10:30 and 11:30, to receive communion.

Please Note Cancellations

Sunday and Tuesday Mass services 
are canceled until further notice.

The Parish Council Meeting scheduled has 
been rescheduled to Wednesday April 29.

Oriental's 5th Sunday Community Gospel 
Sing has been canceled at the 
Presbyterian Church. 

Advance Care Planning Education is 
canceled until further notice.

St. Peter’s Parishioners
will miss you also!
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